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circumstances, and cannot be discussed apart from
them. Nor has it been contended that, within
certain limits, the power of bequest is not sus-
ceptible of modification without impairing the
energies of the few or the general prosperity of the
many. The sole point insisted on here is this:
that any special tax on interest, or any tampering
with the powers of bequest, begins to be disastrous
to all classes alike, if it renders, and in proportion
as it renders to any appreciable degree, the natural
rewards of the great producers of wealth less
desirable in their own eyes than they are and
otherwise would be.